
 
Welcome to the first Numeracy Nook for 2021. Our aim is to publish information 
for parents /caregivers in the newsletter on weeks 3, 6 and 9 of each school term. 
We hope that you find this information informative and that it helps you to 
support  your child’s mathematical learning at home. 

In this issue, we will look at the Development of Counting skills and include ideas 
to help your child progress. 

Counting skills progress through four phases of development: Pre-counting, 
Concrete counting, Abstract counting and Strategic counting. 

Counting is related to other maths concepts like matching, sorting and estimating. 
When learning to count, children typically progress through four stages. Today we 
will look at the first stage: Pre Counting. 

Children who are in this phase can use language related to number and will often 
count from 1 - 10 although your child may not have an understanding that one 
number represents one object (1:1 correspondence).  Your child may be beginning 
to experiment with writing symbols, which may or may not look like numbers. 

Young children are often able to compare collections of items and then label them 
using the terms “same” or “more”. 

Another skill that develops in this pre-counting phase  is Subsitising. This is when 
a child can recognise a small set of up to 3 or 4 numbers without counting e.g. 
recognising 3 dots on a die. 

 

 

Some ways to help your child at this stage are: 

• Build counting activities into daily life. Allow your child to observe you 
counting e.g. how many slices of apple are there? 

• Count fingers and toes or toys 

• Point out numbers and shapes, on clocks, phones etc. 

• Compare things of different sizes - big, small, medium 

• Sing songs, read stories with numbers and play games e.g. dominos 

• Group things together and talk about same and different. 
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