
 

Hi Everyone 

In this issue, we will continue to look at how your child develops their counting 
skills. When learning to count, children typically progress through four phases of 
development: Pre-counting, Concrete counting, Abstract counting and Strategic 
counting. 

We will look at what to expect if your child is in the Concrete Counting phase of 
learning. 

In this phase,  children will begin to follow the ‘ how to count’ principles.  They will 
be able to correctly count collections of objects. Initially children will count items 
in a line and then move onto scattered arrangements. They will develop ‘1:1 
correspondence’ which means that they will count one number for one object. 
Children will also begin to understand ‘cardinality’ which is an understanding that 
the last number counted describes the whole collection. 

Some activities which you can do at home to support your child in this stage are: 

 Counting backwards from 10, out loud when removing objects from a 
collection. 

 Solve simple addition and subtraction problems using concrete materials 
(blocks, counters) e.g. “I have four counters and I take away two counters, 
“How many do I have left?” 

 Practice writing the numbers 1-10. You can write numbers on a whiteboard, on 
paper, in the sand or spray shaving cream on a flat surface and write 
numbers. 

 Count collections of objects accurately. Check that your child is assigning one 
number to one object e.g. “Let’s count the knives and forks on the table.” 

 Find the number before and the number after by counting from 1 e.g. “Which 
number comes after 8?”, “Which number comes before 7?”  

Most importantly, keep these activities fun and enjoyable for your child.  

Thank you for supporting your child with their counting development. 
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