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Our Context: 

Fremantle Language Development Centre (LDC) is an Independent Public School that provides high-quality specialist education for 

students from Kindergarten to Year 3 who have been identified as having Developmental Language Disorder (DLD).  The school 

provides targeted, intensive language and academic intervention in a supportive environment that focuses on students' social, 

emotional, and academic growth. All staff are highly skilled and engage in high-quality professional learning to ensure that current 

research and data drive our evidence-based language intervention practices. 

Our Vision: 

To be a school of excellence that empowers students to talk, learn and grow. 

Department of Education Policy and Information: 

 

The School Curriculum and Standards Authority (the Authority) requires all schools to implement the Western Australian 

Curriculum and Assessment Outline (the Outline) at www.scsa.wa.edu.au to meet the learning needs of all students. 

Curriculum Assessment Reporting in Public Schools Policy 

 

Assessment at the Fremantle LDC: 

At the Fremantle LDC, we ensure that assessments reflect the Western Australian Assessment Principles. These Principles were 

informed by research into best practice in assessment and the impact of assessment in improving student learning.   

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.education.wa.edu.au/web/policies/-/curriculum-assessment-reporting-in-public-schools-policy
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At the Fremantle LDC we:  

• monitor and assess individual student achievement, referring to the Principles of Learning, Teaching and Assessment 

• develop and administer assessments in relation to the content of the Pre-primary to Year 10 Western Australian 

curriculum  

• ensure that assessments enable all students to demonstrate their knowledge, understandings and skills  

• develop processes to support all teachers in making valid and reliable judgements  

• use data from prescribed national and state-wide assessments to inform teacher judgements about student 

achievement. 

Teachers collaborate to plan for, act on, and assess student learning. This occurs during Phase of Learning Meetings, 

Individual Education Reviews, Data Review Meetings, Teaching Sprints, Professional Learning Cluster Meetings, 

common DOTT time and staff meetings.   

Teachers use ‘Disciplined Dialogue’ as a strategy to assist them to gather and use sound evidence about aspects of 

their students’ learning and achievement. Data walls and putting faces on the data is another strategy employed to 

make student learning visible so the whole school can take ownership over student learning.  

 
Disciplined Dialogue: 

 

  

Through disciplined dialogue, teachers engage in rigorous analysis of systemic and school-based data to 
inform teaching plans.   
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Assessment Schedule: 
 
At the Fremantle LDC, we implement a rigorous and comprehensive assessment schedule that includes school based assessments, 
standardised assessments and system assessments. Data is recorded on excel spread sheets and analysed to inform planning and 

programming using a disciplined dialogue approach.   Assessments used at the Fremantle LDC include: 
 
System Assessments: 
 

 NAPLAN 

 On Entry Numeracy   

Oral Language Assessments: 

 Derbyshire Rapid Screening Test 

 Understanding Concepts 

 Play Based Language Sample and Checklist 

 Oral Narrative Assessment  

 Blank Comprehension Questions 

 Narrative Comprehension Questions 

 Sutherland Phonological Awareness Test –Revised  

 PAST Assessment (Kilpatrick)  

 Comprehensive Test of Phonological Processing (CTOPP-2) 

 Clinical Evaluation of Language Fundamentals, Preschool-2  

 Clinical Evaluation of Language Fundamentals, Fifth Edition 

 Phonology 

 Semantic Assessment Revised 

 Renfrew Action Picture Test (Descriptive Only) 
 
Literacy Assessments: 
 

 Brightpath (Writing) 

 York Assessment of Reading for Comprehension (YARC)  

 InitiaLit Screener  

 InitiaLit Progress Monitoring 

 InitiaLit Cumulative Reviews 

 Wheldall assessment of reading lists (WARL) 

 Wheldall assessment of reading passages (WARP) 

 Wheldall assessment of reading non-words (WARN) 

Mathematics Assessments: 

 On-Entry  

 Formative Mathematics Assessment – Brightpath 

 
Classroom based formative and summative assessments occur throughout the year.  
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Individualised Pathways: 

At the Fremantle LDC, we are creating individual pathways for our students that reflect their needs. All students have an 

Individual Education Plan that includes goals and targets in Oral Language, English, Mathematics, Social, Emotional 

and Learning particular to each student. These goals and targets aim to cultivate high expectations for our students 

using high impact, evidence-based teaching practices. The goals are reviewed on a regular basis and reported on 

formally at the end of each semester using the Special Education Needs Report.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Plan: 
Identify SMART 
goal based on 

observations and 
assessments (add 
or select objective 

from bank)    

Identify strategies 
to achieve goal  
(add or select 
strategy from 

bank) 

Act:                         
Implement strategies to 

achieve the goal

Review: 
Identify student 

progress towards 
achieving the goal

Mark progress/ 
achievement in 

Review/comment
s area of plan
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• Weeks 1-4:  Assessments and overviews completed 

• Weeks 1-5: IEPs developed

• Weeks 5-10: IEP plan, act, review cycle

• Week 7/8: IEP review meeting

• Week 10:  Parent IEP meetings                                                                 
IEP signed by parents (signed copy retained

in IEP file, copy provided to parents) 

Term 
One 

• Weeks 1-6: IEP plan, act, review cycle 

• Week 6: Finalise semester one IEP ready for reporting

• Week 7: SEN Report completed 

• Week 7/8: IEP review meeting 

• Weeks 8-10: Semester two IEP developed

• Week 10: Parent report meetings (reports provided to parents)

Term 
Two 

• Week 1 - 10: IEP plan, act and review cycle 

• Week 6-7: IEP review meeting 

• Week 10: K-2 parent IEP meetings (combined with early exit 
case conferences for identified students)                                                                                    
IEP signed by parents (signed copy retained in 
IEP file, copy provided to parents) 

Term 
Three

• Weeks 1-3: Yr 3 parent IEP meetings combined with exit case   
conferences (IEP signed by parents, signed copy 
retained in IEP file, copy provided to parents) 

• Weeks 1-6: IEP plan, act, review cycle

• Week 6: Finalise semester two IEP ready for reporting

• Week 7: Semester two SEN Report completed

• Week 8: Semester two IEP saved to shared drive

• Week 8: IEPs and SEN report placed in transition packages 

• Week 10: Learning journey (reports provided to parents)

Term 
Four 

Individual Education Plan Schedule 
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Effective Feedback to Students: 
 
The Fremantle LDC has developed an Instructional Framework based on explicit instruction, visible learning and 
incorporating elements of the iStar Framework.  This explicit model of instruction is based on Gallagher and Pearson's 
Gradual Release of Responsibility – I Do, We Do, You Do. The model embraces a differentiated instructional method to 
cater to individual learning needs in our literacy lessons. An important element of the Fremantle LDC Instructional 
Framework is providing feedback to students in a timely and developmentally appropriate manner which is sensitive to 
their individual needs, takes into consideration their language difficulties and is educative in nature.  
 
Teachers use a range of feedback practices including: 
 Learning intentions and success criteria: These are developed by teachers and shared with students at the start of lessons 

along with a model of ‘what a good one looks like’.  Teachers provide feedback to students in relation to the success criteria 

throughout the lesson and during the lesson plenary.  

 Oral feedback from the teacher, student and their peers. 

 Conferencing: Teachers work with students to provide feedback based on their goals and evidence of achievement. 

 Written feedback from the teacher and/or peers (year two and three students), based on the criteria for assessing learning. 

 Pre and post-tests. 

 Cues, reinforcements or prompts to redirect learning. 

 
Correction Procedure: Literacy 
 
The correction procedure used at the Fremantle LDC during literacy activities is known as model, lead, test.  If a student 
makes an error during a literacy activity, immediate feedback is provided by the teacher and follows a simple format each 
time known as Pause, Prompt and Praise. The teacher models the correct response.  This is followed by an opportunity 
for the student or students to respond together.  The teacher uses a similar approach to the gradual release of 
responsibility. 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Judging Standards: 
 
Judging standards is used as a tool by Fremantle LDC teachers to support them when reporting against the achievement 
standards for each year of schooling. The achievement standard describes an expected level that the majority of students 
are achieving or working towards by the end of that year of schooling.  
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Moderation: 
 
The purpose of moderation is to develop a comprehensive and shared understanding of student achievement and the 
achievement standards. Teachers at the Fremantle LDC meet regularly to make reliable and consistent judgements on 
student achievement. The deep analysis of the standards, engagement with the assessment pointers, and analysis of 
assessments such as Brightpath, supports teachers to collect evidence in order make judgements for reporting 
purposes. Moderation takes place between Fremantle LDC teachers and with mainstream teachers through the 
Cockburn Central Education Network. 
 
School Based Reviews of Student Achievement: 

Individual Education Plan Reviews: 

At the Fremantle LDC, student progress is reviewed in terms one to three during Individual Education Plan Meetings with 

teachers. The meetings include the Deputy Principal and may also involve the class Speech Pathologist. The purpose of 

the meetings is to review student progress and placement and to discuss strategies to support students. During the meeting each 

student is discussed in regards to the following: 

 IEP goals and strategies to support the achievement of goals 

 Review of students’ Assessment data 

 Identification of areas of difficulty/ concern and actions. 

 Identification of students for Tier 2 and 3 interventions (outside of class program). 

 Referral to external or internal service providers (e.g. OT). 

 Review of placement in the LDC program and identification of further assessment to support decision making process for 

early exits.  

SAER Reviews 

Students identified as having difficulties that are additional to their Developmental Language Disorder and referred to 
our Students at Education Risk Program. SAER meetings occur each term with teachers and Deputy Principals where 
students are reviewed and supports put in place.  
 
Occupational Therapy Meetings: 
 
Students that have been identified as having fine or gross motor difficulties are referred to our Occupational Therapy 
program. The Occupational Therapist meets each term with teachers of identified students to review assessments and 
progress and monitor goals.  
 

 
Reporting to Parents: 

 
At the Fremantle LDC, we communicate clearly and regularly about student progress to parents.  
 
At the Fremantle LDC we: 

 report to parents/carers on the achievements of students. These reports are provided: 
o formally, in end of semester reports (K-10 Curriculum Report and Special Education Needs Report). 
o Informally throughout the year in a variety of ways and for a variety of reasons and 
o as requested from the student’s parents/carers, providing information on how a student’s achievement 

compares with the students’ peer group at the school.  

 disseminate to parents/carers the reports from system assessments such as On-Entry and NAPLAN and 
provide opportunities for discussion between teachers and parents/carers at termly meetings.  
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 Reporting Strategy Timeline Outcomes 

Annual class 

meetings: 

 

Discussion and information books related to: 

 class/school routines 

 timetables 

 homework 

 support expectations 

 class/school rules  

 behaviour expectations 

 communication methods 

 attendance  

 other pertinent information 
 

Early Term One Parents well informed of 

expectations and 

communication methods. 

Ongoing 

Communication 

with 

school/teacher: 

 

Communication book: each child has a communication 

book to be used as a conduit between home & school. 

 

Each Communication Book is collected at the end of 

the year for storage (as per Departmental Policy). 

Communication 

books checked 

daily 

 

 

 

Successful communication and 

the sharing of information and 

progress. 

 

 

Seesaw: Communication throughout the year between 

teachers and families occurs via the Seesaw App. 

Student work and progress is shown through Seesaw’s 

digital portfolio. 

On going  

Ongoing communication via email, phone or face to 

face meetings occurs throughout the year. 

 

Ongoing  

Parent teacher meetings  

 

As required 

(over and above 

IEP Meetings 

and Formal 

Report 

Meetings). 

 

IEP Parent 

Meetings: 

Parents are invited to meet with teachers each term to 

review their child’s Individual Education Plan and 

progress made against the plan.   

End of Term 1 & 

3 

Parents informed of student 

progress, goals and strategies 

to support achievement of 

goals.  



 Assessment and Reporting  
 

Assessment and Reporting 2021 

Formal reporting: 

 

Special Education Needs Reporting to Parents 

Semester One and Two reports.  

 

K-10 Curriculum Report Semester One and Two 

Reports. 

End of Semester 

1 and Semester 

2 

Regular and in-depth 

information provided to parents. 

 

 

 

Report Meetings:  

 

At the end of semester one all parents are invited to 

attend a report meeting with their child’s class teacher 

to discuss progress and their child’s formal reports and 

IEP. At the end of semester two, teachers will invite 

parents to attend report meetings as required.  

End of Semester 

1. 

 

End of Semester 

2 (as required). 

Parents informed of student 

progress, goals and strategies 

to support achievement of 

goals. 

Learning Journey:  Parents are invited to attend a learning journey at the 

end of Term Four, where students share their work and 

achievements with their parents.  

 

End of Term 4  

Case 

Conferences:  

 

Parents will be invited to attend case conferences as 

needed throughout the year to discuss their child’s 

progress and strategies to support students who are 

experiencing areas of additional need. The following 

staff may be present at the case conference depending 

on the needs: 

 Deputy Principal 

 Teacher 

 Speech Pathologist 

 School Chaplain 

 Psychologist  

 Principal 
 

As required To work with parents to support 

students requiring additional 

support strategies or pathways. 

Exit Case 

Conferences: 

 

Parents are invited to attend a case conference to 

discuss their child’s progress and transition to 

mainstream.  

 

End of Term 3 

(early exits) and 

beginning of 

Term 4 (Year 3 

students) 

 

In-depth information provided to 

parents on progress and 

transition support process 
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Reporting to Parents Schedule 

 

 

• Parent IEP meetings: IEP signed and copy 
provided to parents

Term 
One: 

Week 10 

• Parent report meetings:  Parents provided 
with Semester One K-10 Curriculum Report 
and SEN Report

Term 
Two:

Week 10 

• K-2 Parent IEP meetings (combined with 
early exit case conferences for identified 
students): IEP signed and copy provided to 
parents

Term 
Three: 
Week 10

• Weeks 1-3: Yr 3 Parent IEP meetings/exit case 
conference:  IEP signed and copy provided to 
parents.

• Week 10: Learning journey and reports provided to 
parents (teachers to request parent teacher meetings 
as required):  Semester Two K-10 Curriculum Report 
and SEN Report

Term 
Four: 
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Transition Program: 
 

The Fremantle LDC runs a comprehensive Transition Program for students exiting from the LDC for the first 12 months. 

Support is provided to mainstream schools and teachers to maximise the educational outcomes of students who have 

exited from the LDC. When a student has been assessed as ready for or has reached the age exit (i.e. the end of Year 3) 

contact is made with the Principal of the mainstream Primary School. A comprehensive package of assessment and report 

material is collated by the LDC and an appointment made to meet and discuss the student’s strengths, difficulties and 

specific intervention needs with the new teacher and SAER Coordinator. Contact is made with the schools throughout the 

year to determine how the student is progressing and additional consultations may take place with a member of the 

Transition Team.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

  


